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offences have been made alternative, so that a person charged
with one can be convicted of the other. Persons accused of
greater offences can in some cases be convicted of lesser, e.g.
when charged with larceny by a trick they may be convicted of
obtaining goods by false pretences, the first being a felony and
the second a misdemeanour. Indictments have been simplified,
and elaborate precautions taken to secure that the jury shall
have the real issue brought to their minds. Most careful pre-
cautions over the reception of evidence and unfair questioning of
the accused,1 and to avoid any attempt to work on the feelings
of the jury against the accused, whilst allowing sympathy in his
defence, have been established by enactments or custom, so
that a trial in England is as fair as can well be imagined. Above
all, anything in the way of mitigating circumstances both at
the trial and after conviction and before sentence is most
carefully produced, the police assisting the defence in every
way they can. The Public Prosecutor will also advise the Home
Secretary with the same object even after conviction.

This change mainly took place between 1760 and to-day.
By i8222 a French observer was able to comment on the
extreme mildness of a prosecuting counsel and the abstention
of the judge from anything which might prejudice the accused.
The other changes have been elaborated since then. The rules
of pleading were simplified by Statutes commencing with the
Criminal Justice Administration Act3 and culminating with
the Criminal Justice Act igss.4 The old rule that accessories
could not be convicted until the principal had been convicted
was abolished by the Accessories Act,5 and now any one charged
as a principal if found to be an accessory can be convicted as
such. Amendment of pleading in certain cases when it would
prejudice the accused not to allow it, notably over documents,

Act, 1885, Oaths Act, 1888, Criminal Evidence Act, 1898, Children's Act, 1908,
Criminal Justice Administration Act, 1914, and Criminal Justice Act, 1925. But it
is impossible in the space at our disposal to go into details of practice.

1 He was allowed to give evidence, but not compellable for the first time in
1898 by the Criminal Evidence Act. The Prosecution may not comment if he
does not offer to give evidence, but the jury usually hold it against him.

z Cotter, cited Stephen, H.C.L. i. 429.                      3 14 & 15 Viet. c. 55.

4 15 & 16 Geo. V, c. 86.         s Accessories Act, 1861: 24 & 25 Viet. c. 94.